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 SISPS  2015 - 2016 Bridge 

Photo above, SISPS Bridge displaying their Flags of Office at the Change of Watch held 8 March 2015 at the Vero Beach Yacht Club. 

Photo lower right:  P/R/C Nigel Hargreaves, SN, Installing Officer. 
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From the Helm  

I  wish to thank you, the membership of the Sebastian Inlet Sail and Power 
Squadron for the great honor and privilege in being elected to serve as 

Commander for the 2015-2016 Watch.  I am confident that with your help we will 
have a good year.  Membership is always discussed as part of a new Bridge’s 
policies so I say - let’s see if we can’t add at least ten new members to our ranks 
by the end of this year.  If we can do this and continue having the fun we have 
always had, then I would call it a very good year. 

You have often heard me say that we sell Free Boating Safety literature at the 
festival booths.  We use these festival booths to make the public aware of SISPS, 
to get interested individuals signed up for Mag’s ABC safe boating class and to 
help attract new members.  We have planned on three festivals so let’s work on 
recruiting one new member for each festival.  We just finished the Pelican Wildlife 
festival and should know within a month if we have started to meet this simple 
goal. 

Some of our new members have come from members “networking” with their 
friends and bringing them to the social events.  I would like us to explore this idea 
of networking while working on some of the new environmental civic projects that 
have been discussed.  One such project is the Mangrove planting headed up by 
Cat Mangold.  Another project, not yet off the ground, is helping the city with the 
Oyster Bed Mats.  These projects should bring us in contact with others interested 
in the marine environment, volunteering, and maybe have or had a boat. Try 
discussing our squadron with them and perhaps recruit as new members.  I ask 
you to always look at someone new that you meet in the course of working on 
squadron business and ask yourself if they would make a good member.  

I saw 42 members got a merit mark this past year.  Congratulations.  I believe 
there were about 67 members total in our squadron last year.  I hope these new 
projects generate enough interest for all to serve in some capacity and get us to 
100 percent of our member’s receiving a merit mark this year.   Remember, 
Sebastian Inlet Sail and Power Squadron, a Unit of United States Power 
Squadrons, is a fraternal, educational, and civic minded organization with the 
merit marks issued as acknowledgement of your service to the organization.   

I could not help but notice while helping to prepare the Roster (twice), that not all 
members have a Grade.  Some are new members, but some were not.  I hope 
everyone works to obtain at least the Seaman’s grade this year.  

Cont’d on next page. 

® The USPS Ensign (Flag Design),  
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The Squadron Boating Course is a service mark of  
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trademark of  

United States Power Squadrons. 
© 2014 United States Power Squadrons 
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Upcoming Events 

7 April 2015 
Lunch Bunch 

Time: 1130 
Giuseppe’s Restaurant 
On CR 512, Sebastian 

Find the menu at 
giuseppespizzasebastiian.com 

 
11 April 2015 

Tour Old Vero Ice Age Site 
Time: 1300  

Contact P/C Sullivan by 6 Apr 
 

13 April 2015 
Executive Com Mtg 

Time:  1900 
Sebastian Yacht Club 

 
18 April 2015 

Monthly Social—Time: 1800 
 Our Host—Ms. Jones 

  
19 April 2015 

Spoil Island Cleanup/Picnic  
Time:  1300 

Departing from River Run 
 

24 - 26 April 2015  
D/8 Spring Conference 
Marriott, Boca Raton 

 
27 April 2015 

Membership Meeting 
Time:  1900 

Sebastian Yacht Club 

Cont’d from page 2 

Mag is an experienced instructor and I am sure all will pass with flying 
colors.  Sharing a similar educational experience can help to make SISPS a 
smarter squadron which can be useful when recruiting new members. 

If you want to be even smarter – take some of the seminars being offered at 
the District 8 Spring Conference in Boca Raton 24-26 April.   Room 
reservations need to be made by 10 April and dinner reservations by 17 
April.●               Cdr Walter Seppala III, AP 

Photo left: outgoing Cdr Marnie Sullivan, AP with her outgoing bridge officers. Photo right:  
P/R/C Nigel Hargreaves, SN presents P/C Sullivan with her Past Commander’ Flag. 
Photo top of page:  Cdr Elect Walter Seppala III, AP pledges “Oath of Office”. 

           From the Helm ... Cont’d 

I hope you enjoyed the Change of Watch. I didn’t hear any complaints, and I 
personally think the yacht club did an outstanding job. Sure‘n begorrah! The 
St. Pat party was standing room only! I counted 51 of us in attendance. 
Several of you brought guests, which was wonderful.  Now talk them into 
joining!  

At the last meeting I said I would set a date for a guided tour of the Old Vero 
Ice Age site.  It will be on Saturday, 11 April 2015 at 1300 (1:00 pm). I will 
need a head count by Monday, 6 April 2015.  Send me an email if you plan 
to go (sullivanmarnie@gmail.com). 

Thanks, members and the 2014-15 bridge of the Sebastian Inlet Sail & 
Power Squadron, for making the past 12 months a highlight of my life. It was 
a privilege and pleasure to serve as your commander. You can count on me 
to remain an active member. After all, you’re my friends.  I leave you with 
these words of wisdom: Life is better when you are happy, but life is best 
when other people are happy because of you. 

Best wishes, Past Commander Marnie Sullivan, AP 

    A Message from P/C Sullivan 



 
© 2014 - 2015 UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS ® PAGE  4 March/April  2015 

 From the Educational Officer  (SEO) 

  THE SEBASTIAN INLET Volume 12, Number 3 

Lt/C David “Mag” Mangold, SN 

Why Celestial Navigation? 
Recently in my Junior Navigation class, the question 
arose, “Captain, why are we banging our heads 
against the wall soo hard?”  Well, perhaps this will 
help ‘splain why! 
 
“For Electronic Back-up 
GPS is wonderful. Worldwide coverage and 
reasonable priced receivers (both installed and 
handheld) contribute to maritime safety through 
accurate positioning of vessels.  Yet some back-up 
is needed.  Instances of electronic failure, total 
electric failure, lightening strike damage and 
flooding are often reported.  Even battery powered 
handhelds can be knocked out in these ways.  
Batteries can run down, spares can be lost.  The 
GPS system itself is not guaranteed to always be in 
operation. 
 
The best possible primary/back-up system 
combinations have these four characteristics in 
common: 
 1.  They have independent power supplies. 
 2,  They receive data from different sources. 
 3.  Each system verifies correct operation of the 
      other. 
 4.  The back-up system is always in use; not left 
      off until needed. 
Celestial/electronics is the only navigation 
combination that meets the above requirements. 
 
For Maintaining Skills 
GPS will track your boat, steer your boat, and wake 
you up in the morning.  Some say it will even take 
your boat across the ocean for you.  Without 
establishing a discipline, one’s navigation skill (and 
for that matter helmsman’s skills) will be 
jeopardized.  The key to safe passage making 
navigation is the time proven DR track.  It should be 
maintained, and updated with fixes whether celestial 
or electronic.  This yields valuable information about 
current set and leeway, and steering and compass 
errors which will be needed in the event of a  
navigational emergency.   

 
A good discipline to establish involves turning off the 
GPS for extended periods of time, and navigating 
celestially.  This hones navigational skills, yields the 
desired DR track, certifies correct GPS operation; 
and keeps your back-up system tuned, verified, and 
ready to rely upon if needed.  Your reward will be a 
well kept chart and log, an understanding of the 
forces affecting your passage, and pride in 
navigational accomplishment. 
 
For Tradition 
Tradition isn’t for everyone.  There are pragmatists 
who reject unnecessary activities out of hand.  Yet 
most professionals revere the traditional as well as 
the modern. 
 
Who can contemplate an 18th century brass and 
ebony sextant and not wonder what it was like to 
peer through it at the heavens, and bring an evening 
star down to a twilight horizon from the deck of a tall 
ship? To sense the approval of those who witness 
this magic-like prowess? To triumph at a landfall 
well predicted?  To know he can navigate any ocean 
without help from anyone else? 
 
The sextant (and its predecessors) is central to the 
history and tradition of sailing.  Its image is used in 
logos, letterheads, and media publicity about sailing. 
Authors appear with them on dustjackets.   Good 
sailors appear with them on deck. 
 
For Enjoyment 
Fun is doing something that is both easy and 
difficult. Easy to get started with like playing chess, 
or hitting a golf ball; but having enough depth that 
mastery does not come easily. What could be easier 
than reckoning the longitude by simply observing 
the sunrise or sunset, or steering by a star?  Almost 
as easy is the finding of latitude at noon.  But how 
about identifying the navigational stars?  
Recognizing the planets?  

Cont’d on next page   
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From the Educational Officer   
 

Cont’d from page 4 
Accounting for the parallax of the moon?  More 
experienced celestial navigators can use an unknown 
star shot through a hole in the overcast, shoot planets 
in broad daylight, predict sunrise underway, and 
calculate great circle distances.  
 
Being familiar with the night sky is like having a giant 
road map overhead.  One star may be over London, 
another The Azores, and the moon over San Juan.  All 
showing relative distance and direction from you.  It 
connects you back to the world in a way that 
diminishes the sensory deprivation of a featureless 
sea. 
 
People enjoy using sextants; even from a backyard 
with an artificial horizon.  It’s one of the few nautical 
activities that can be done without a boat, or even 
getting to the water!”** 
 
**Reprinted with permission from Celestaire, Inc. 
 
There is a certain self confidence, a certain swagger, 
even a certain arrogance, if you will; that comes from 
earning the JN, N and SN ratings.  Those attaining 
these higher ratings are given a special respect by 
fellow members of US Power Squadrons.● 

Navigation/Sextant 

At the Change of Watch 

Outgoing Cdr Sullivan presented Lt/C Mag Mangold, SN 
SISPS annual ”Contribution to Education”  award... . 

...and presented to Lt Cathy “Cat” Mangold, AP SISPS 
annual “Contribution to Civic Service” award... . 

...and presented to Lt/C Gloria Schulke, JN SISPS 
annual “Contribution to Membership” award. 
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SPOIL ISLAND #13 ADOPTION SIGN 
Fearing the worst when the small taskforce of members arrived at 
our Spoil Island #13 to evict a colony of ants which had moved 
inside our adoption sign; we were pleasantly surprised to find the 
ants already dead and only small pieces, parts of their nest 
remained.   

The dead red ant bodies enclosed between the clear Plexiglas and the sign 
resembled those of Florida Carpenter ant, but the ants mounds nearby bear a 
resemblance to the invasive 
Bigheaded ant; only an entomologist 
using a microscope can ascertain 
with certainty the true identity of 

the invading culprit.  Whoever they were, they are not 
alone on the island.  Several teeny tiny live Ghost ants 
were also observed inside with the dead red ants 
probably foraging for food. 

The original builder of our sign Art Pasetchnik, P quickly 
got to work cleaning out the ant remains and repairing 
the sign.  He was assisted by Commander Marnie Sullivan, 
AP, supervised by Tammy Pasetchnik, P, with Captain 
Dave “Mag” Mangold, SN providing transportation and his 
trusty Leatherman tool.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE RESULTS ARE BEAUTIFUL! 

 Lt Cathy “Cat” Mangold, AP, Environmental Liaison 
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Spoil Island Restoration Project Update 

READY TO PLANT MANGROVES? 

Dust off your shovels and get ready to play 
in the sand as Sebastian Inlet Sail & Power 
Squadrons’ first Spoil Island red mangrove 
planting date is scheduled to begin at 1100 
10 May 2015 on SI # 12.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lt Charmaine Brayton (S) collecting  
Lagoon water for our Growers 

With less than 8 weeks away; our Growers 
have begun to gradually add Lagoon water to 
the tubs holding the mangroves plants in 
preparation of acclimating them to their new 
island environment. 

The plan is to load a work barge generously 
donated by Tow Boat US on 9 May 2015 so 
we can get underway early the next morning 
transporting potted plants to the island.  
Help is desired with this endeavor too.  Also, 
Skippers and their vessels are needed to 
transport squadron members to the island. 

 

The second and final shoreline planting date 
for this year is scheduled 18 July 2015 on 
Spoil Island # 13. 

By the end of August the red mangrove 
propagules will begin “floating” again and the 
planting frenzy will be repeated for next 
year’s crop…   

This is exciting; our dream to begin 
stabilizing the diminishing eroding shorelines 
of our adopted spoils islands is about to 
become a reality!   

 

 

 

 

 

 
Red Mangrove plants are ready to plant 

A sincere “heart-warming” words of 
gratitude to the entire Sebastian Inlet Sail 
& Power Squadron and local businesses, who 
have donated time, labor, materials, funding, 
and support; without you ~ we might not 
have Spoil Islands to play on.     Thank You!!! 

Lt Cathy “CAT” Mangold, AP 

Environmental Liaison 
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3 Feb 15 Lunch Bunch 29 Jan 15— The ‘After’ Pursuit Tour 
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Cdr’s Merit Mark Party  7 Feb 15 at River Run Clubhouse 
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21 Feb 15 Social at Reflections Condo Clubhouse 
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Photo below:  fifty plus members attended SISPS Change of 

Watch at the Vero Beach Yacht Club.  The evening included 

a banquet dinner, awards presentations, the Change of 

Watch proceedings, and dancing. 

Photo left:  the Nina and Pinta, Columbus replica ships  
were docked at the Vero Beach City Marina from 6 - 
11 March 2015, a scheduled port visit for the floating 
museums.  A plus for SISPS, they were docked next to 
the Yacht Club where our members could take a close 
look or even tour the ships before attending the COW.    

 SISPS Commander for 2015-2016 
Walter Seppala III, AP delivering his 

acceptance remarks. 

8 March 15 Change of Watch Photos 

Depicted right:  members start to gather in the Burgee Room 
of the Vero Beach Yacht Club for the Change of Watch. 
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Next ABC  Class  16 May 2015 

What a busy couple of months it's been for SISPS 
members! 

Hope all is well with each of you.  Dave is almost 
back to normal (what ever that is!). 

We have done a little paddling and hope and plan to 
do more. 

We have our boating activities survey returned by 17 
members (& couples) who attended our last meeting.  
The results: 

12 --picnic on the Lagoon; 11 --Airboat tour; 10 --
Cruise (3 days to the Bahamas); 10 --Good Natured 
Tours;  8 "Casual Cruisin" (Mulligan's);  9 --kayaking; 
3 --Gambling Cruise (Cape Canaveral). 

All and any input is greatly appreciated so we can 
plan events that members like! 

We are suggesting a picnic on the Lagoon at 510 
Causeway and an Airboat Tour,  dates to be 
determined. 

An Island picnic has been scheduled for Sunday, 19 
April at 1300 from River Run.  We are also planning a 
paddle at 1200 on that date from the twin docks in 
Sebastian to the Island.  Please RSVP whether or not 
you plan to attend. 

  

Safe and fun boating! 

Your Boating Activities Chairmen, 

Lt Dave West, P  - Lt Karen West, P  

 Boating Activities  
 

Happy Birthday!!! 

March/April Birthdays 

Jay Kalish 

Debbie Sladen 

Michael Jackson 

Mary Price 

Bill Schulke 

Joan Clarke 

Ray Sullivan 

Tina Harman 

Fuzzy Jones 

Cat Mangold 

Don Robertson 

Susan Valley 

Sharon Matteson 

Gloria Schulke 

03 Mar 

05 Mar 

08 Mar 

10 Mar 

15 Mar 

22 Mar 

22 Mar 

27 Mar 

31 Mar 

31 Mar 

11 Apr 

12 Apr 

20 Apr 

30 Apr  
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Notices 

 Member Advertising 

From the Editor 
Thank you 

Lt Charmaine Brayton, S 

Bruce Haight  

Lt Cathy ‘Cat” Mangold, AP  

Lt Debbie Sladen 
  

 who all contributed photos 
for this issue: 

National Safe Boating Week 

16-22 May 2015  

Upcoming National/District Events 

 24-26 Apr 15 D/8 Spring Council/Conference, Marriott, Boca Raton, FL 

16-22 May 15 National Safe Boating Week 

23-30 Aug 15 San Diego GB, Manchester Grand Hyatt, San Diego, CA 

18-20 Sep 15 D/8 Fall Council/Conference, Marriott, Boca Raton, FL 

Deadline Next Issue 

20 April 2015 

Welcome new member Susan Valley ! 

The speaker for the 27 April 
meeting will be Billy Gibson 
from Friends of the Spoil 
Islands, Inc.  You won’t want 
to miss!  

Lunch Bunch 
The Lunch Bunch will meet 
at Giuseppe’s Restaurant 
located on  CR512 1/2 block 
E of Barber St.;  7 April 2015 
at 1130.  Contact Jackie and 
Dick Allen for more 
information: 
rdallensr@gmail.com 

Members needed to fill 
vacant committee positions. 

Sunshine - Person needed 
to follow up with members 
who haven’t been out in a 
while, are ill or hospitalized. 
Send cards on behalf of the 
squadron and report to the 
Cdr. 

P/R - Person needed to help 
promote/advertise, etc. our 
squadron to the public via 
current available media and  
report to the Cdr. 

Wanted 


