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From the Helm  

Greetings from your humble Commander, 

I want to thank all those that stuck around this summer to make all our activities a 
success. First, I want to thank Charmaine for her successful Fourth of July booth 
at the park.  Only problem is mother nature wasn't helping out.  First it was hot, 
then after lunch she cooled things off by dumping rain on us.  We had many 
volunteers that braved the heat and rain to make it a success. 

The Lunch Bunch marched through the summer meeting at several local 
eateries.  Thanks to the Allen's for keeping this going and finding places to eat, 
some old, some new to us. 

This summer, our regular meetings were turned into dinner meetings held at local 
eateries. We had good attendance at all of them as it seems it works for our 
summer residents. 

Our award winning Educational Department is at it again.  We just attended the 
Fall Conference in Palm Beach Gardens and came away with the Prince Henry 
the Navigator Award.  It's given to the squadron demonstrating the greatest 
improvement during the past year in the advance grades (JN & N). Thanks go out 
to MAG and his staff. 

Lt/C Mary Price, P is having an problem finding speakers for our meetings.  She 
has been on a streak lately with some great guest speakers and is reaching out 
to the membership to see if we may have some different types of speakers. They 
can be from the boating world or land as long as they are informative. 

Membership is going great.  We received the membership retention and growth 
award for 2016 last weekend at the conference.  Our membership committee 
received an award for member involvement.  Fantastic work team. Both Dottie 
and Don deserve a pat on the back for the work they are performing mostly 
behind the scene. Just a note, we had two people join last Monday evening, one 
a transfer from Chattanooga, TN;  and the other Jay Woltering recruited. 

As I close this letter, I want as many of you all to know how much I appreciate the 
help and the words of support. Being Commander of SISPS is the easiest job in 
the world. 

Thanks you all, 
 
Cdr Dave Albury P  

 

New from 
National 
 Sample of 

Marketing P/R 
Brochure soon to 

be released. 

mailto:editor@sebastianinletps.org
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Who Named the Stars? 

“Why did not somebody teach me the constellations 

and make me at home in the starry heavens, which are 
always overhead, and which I don’t half know to this 
day?”--Thomas Carlyle 

Soooo…who named the stars & the constellations?  
Throughout history, mankind has attempted to find 
order and patterns in the night sky and associate them 
with familiar patterns or mythological beings. In many 
cases developing stories about how these mythological 
creatures came to be in the sky.  Constellation means 
“a gathering of stars”.  For example, Orion the Hunter is 
visible in the northern hemisphere in winter, which 
easily resembled the stick figure of a man.  He is 
visualized as being pursued by Diana, Goddess of the 
Hunt, or Aurora, Goddess of the Storm. When Orion 
sets, his brightest stars are among the last to fade in 
the morning light, so Aurora stays with him as long as 
she can.  When he finally fades, Aurora’s tears appear 
as the morning dew on blades of grass.  Diana’s twin 
brother, Apollo, was against her pursuit of Orion and 
was angry that she had been neglecting her hunting 
duties. He tricked Diana into shooting Orion with her 
arrow, killing him or at least, blinding him, hence the 
dimmer stars of his head and eyes. 

Our modern constellations are based on 48 Greek 
constellations described in a mathematic treatise 
written around A.D. 150 by the ancient Egyptian 
astronomer, Claudius Ptolemaeus (Ptolemy) in his 
Almagest (the Greatest). The stars & groupings he 
described had been part of the Greek tradition for 
hundreds of years.  His writings were the most 
important star catalog prior to the Renaissance. 
Evidence indicates that some of the classical 
constellations arose in Mesopotamia around 2000 B.C. 
in the Sumarian and  Babylonian cultures.  In 1922, the 
International Astronomical Union adopted a list of 88 
constellations based on the 48 classical Greek 
constellations and a variety of star atlases and star 
catalogs.  Ptolemy’s rendition was “geocentric”,  

 

 

meaning ‘Earth centered’, which vision of the 
universe remained until Copernicus’ 
“Heliocentric” (sun centered) version in 1543.  
These constellations had been part of the oral 
tradition for hundreds of years.  For example, in 
the eighth century B.C. Homer in the Illiad, 
mentions Orion, the Pleiades, the Hyades, and 
Ursa Major (the Big Bear, or Big Dipper).  Homer 
tells us that the Bear never bathes in the ocean. 
So Homer understood that the Dipper circled the 
North Star, neither rising nor setting.  In the 
Odyssey, Odysseus keeps the Bear on his left or 
sails east. The Greeks were already aware of 
how to use Celestial Navigation!  In the 7th 
century B.C., Hesiod used the passage of the 
stars and constellations to mark the seasons, 
guiding farmers as to when to plant and when to 
harvest. Interestingly, neither Homer nor Hesiod 
referenced the Zodiac, the 12 stations of the 
sun’s annual journey. If the Greeks had 
understood the Zodiac, it’s unusual such a 
reference wasn’t made.  The 1st such reference 
came from Eudoxus, c.390-c.340 BC who 
supposedly learned the constellations from 
Egyptian priests and introduced them to the 
Greeks. He published two works, the Enoptron 
(mirror) and Phenomena (appearances). His 
Phenomena was turned into a poem by Aratus 
c.315-c.245 BC which gave us our first guide to 
the stars and constellations.  His poem compiled 
the works of the earlier Greeks & the stories 
associated with them.  He identified 47 
constellations as well as all 12 stations of the 
Zodiac and 6 major stars:  Sirius, the brightest 
star in the sky, Arcturus, the 2nd brightest, 
Capella, 3rd brightest, Procyon, Spica and 
Protrigida (Vindiamatrix).  Although not one of the 
brightest, this star was included as it was used by 
vinters to know when to harvest grapes. 

Continued on next page 
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Who Named the Stars?  Continued from page 3 

It is thought that Ptolemy’s work was based on 
ancient Sumarian tablets from 2000 BC and then 
translated into Arabic between the 6th and 8th 
centuries AD.  In many cases, the Arabic astronomers 
simply took the Greek descriptions and directly 
translated them into Arabic. In the 10th to the 13th 
centuries, these writings made their way to Spain and 
were translated into Latin. Many names had no direct 
translation, so the Arabic became the popular name. 
Throughout these translations, mistakes & 
misrepresentations have occurred so many times it’s 
difficult to know exactly what the original intent was! 
This confusion helps to explain why so many star 
names begin with “al”, which is the Arabic word for 

“the”.  Johann Bayer, whose Uranometria, published 
in 1603, was the 1st star atlas to cover the entire sky. 
This was the most accurate atlas of its day. This work 
included beautiful drawings representing the figures 
seen.  These stars were defined by their locations to 
the accuracy of a fraction of a degree. 

Although many companies will sell the rights to name 
a star, none of these names will be recognized by the 
International Astronomical Union, the only recognized 
official body authorized to name astronomical bodies.  
 

“Reprinted from “Our Night Sky” from “The Great Courses”” 

Submitted by Lt/C David  “Mag” Mangold, SN 

Nautical Trivia 

"No quarter given"  means that one gives his opponent no opportunity to surrender. It stems from the old 
custom by which officers, upon surrender, could ransom themselves by paying one quarter of a year's pay. 

“Starboard”  The Vikings called the side of their ship its “board”, and they placed the steering oar, the "star" 
on the right side of the ship, thus that side became known as the "star board." Because the oar was in the 
right side, the ship was tied to the dock at the left side, so the phrase became the "side at which you tied up 
to in port" or the "port" side. 

“Windfall”  Some English landowners were prevented to either fall or sell timber as this was reserved for 
building ships for the Royal Navy. However, this did not apply to trees which were blown down. Hence, a 
windfall became a financial blessing. 

 Submitted by Lt Don Robertson 

Cover Story - Blue Cypress Lake 

   

Blue Cypress Lake, beautiful and serene, as captured in the cover photograph by member Janet 
Robertson during SISPS recent “Paddling” boating activity held 17 September 2016.   Members 
attending all reported a great time. 

About the Lake: “ Location;  Indian River County, near Fellsmere, Florida;   
Coordinates: 27°45′15″N 80°44′37″ W Coordinates: 27°45′15″N 80°44′37″W ;   Primary outflows: St. Johns River  

Blue Cypress Lake, originally called Lake Wilmington, is a lake in Indian River County of the Treasure Coast 
in Florida. It is the largest lake in the Treasure Coast and Indian River County. It is home to the origin of the 
St. Johns River. It is believed that the source is on the northeastern portion of the lake. The lake is over 6,500 
acres (26 km²) in size, 21 mi (34 km) in circumference, and has an average depth of 8 feet (2 m). The lake is 
2,100 acres (8.7 km²) larger than Lake Washington, 27 mi (43 km) north of this lake. The lake's name comes 
from the blue appearance of the cypress trees as the morning sun's rays reflect off the water. A fishing camp 
called Middletons Fishing Camp is 4 mi (6 km) off State Road 60.” 

(Excerpted from Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia)  
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We’re on the web at: 
www.sebastianinletps.org 

Upcoming Events 

 
04 October 2016 

Lunch Bunch 
Time:  1130 

Genie’s Mediterranean Grill 
11632 US-1 

(Old Patty’s Restaurant in the Sebastian 
Tax Collector Plaza)  

 
10 October 2016 

Executive Com Mtg 
Time:  1900 

Sebastian Yacht Club 
 

24 October 2016 
Members Mtg 
Time:  1900 

Sebastian Yacht Club 
 

29 October 2016 
Monthly Social 

Time:  1800 
Host:  Perry 

 
04 - 06 November 2016  

Sebastian Annual Clambake 
All day & Evening 

600 US 1 
Riverview Park, Sebastian  

 
12 November 2016 

ABC3 Public Boating Course 
Time:  0730 - 1700 

Activity Center 
1225 Main Street 

  
19 November 2016 

Fall Fun/Fundraising Mystery 
Murder Dinner 

Time:  1800 
River Run Clubhouse 

 

Lunch Bunch Website 

lunchbunch.rdallenproject.com 

Go to the Lunch Bunch website to see photographs 

September Lunch Bunch at the Thirsty Clam 

  

Committee Updates 
SAVE THE DATE for our Fall fun/fundraising mystery 
murder dinner to be held on 19 November 2016 at 1800. 

The price is $15 pp (BYOB) which includes appetizers, dinner, 
dessert and mixers.  We have a great cast of characters (with 
one female slot still to be filled).  More details to come. 

The Committee 

SIGN UP at the Oct “members” general meeting to help with 
our booth at the Sebastian Annual Clambake to be held 4-6 
November 2016 at the Riverview Park. 

Contact Lt/C Charmaine Brayton, S if you can help. 
xo@sebastianinletps.org 

This years’s slogan:  “Take me out to the Clambake!”    

 

Please see attached flyer for complete information on 
the AmazonSmile program where you can donate 
money to our squadron without costing you a thing.  If 

you shop on Amazon.com you can have 0.5% of your 
purchase price donated to our squadron.  

mailto:xo@sebastianinletps.org
http://lunchbunch.rdallenproject.com
http://www.sebastianinletps.org
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Our MEMBER-ship        

Did you know?  
When you’re talking to someone about possibly joining our squadron, the cost for an 

individual is $116.50.  
For a family it is $169.50. 

 

Did you know? 
If a new member has completed our ABC course they get 6 month’s membership free. 

They get 18 months for the cost of 12 
 

Did you know?  
We currently have 74 Regular members, 17 Associate members, and 3 Honorary 

members.  We have 12 new members and two transfers who have joined us in the 
last two years! 

 

They are: Dottie Billington (13 May15 ); Regina Trifiro and her parents Karen and 
Mark Border (15 Jun 16);  Terry Greene (15 Jun 16);  Maggie Perry (09 Oct 15);  Greg 
and Carol Plummer (24 Mar 16);  Lee and Joy Slovik (13 Nov 15);   Sue Valley (2 Feb 

15) and Peggy Gabriel (Nigel just signed her up on 16 Aug 16. Way to go Nigel!).  
Also Paul Stone (06 Oct 15) transferred into our squadron, as well as very recently 

Carolyn Bargren. 
.  

Tell your friends and acquaintances  
about our squadron.  When you do, tell them about all the fun we have, and the good 

we do!!! Send them a current copy of our Inlet newsletter; nothing says it better! 
 

We are planning a New Member Orientation at Nigel and Peter’s house in 
December.  Please keep your eyes open for the coming announcement of the 
date and time.  You don’t have to be a new member to attend! 
 
By Lt Don Robertson 
Chm Membership 
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SISPS Member Profile: 

Nigel and Peter   

Let me tell you what it was like interviewing these 
two dynamos. I felt like I was trying to take a drink 
of water out of a fire hose! Nigel is the more 
outgoing one of them, like a play-by-play 
sportscaster. Peter is the “color commentator”, 
occasionally offering warm details with a kind 
smile on his face. Meanwhile, I’m furiously taking 
notes, wondering how in the world I’m going to 
congeal their story into something that will fit into 
our “Inlet” newsletter! Here goes! 

Their story really has to be broken into two parts: 
living in the U.K. and then here in the U.S. The 
best metaphor is to say they were like two birds 
flying close and yet apart for some time, aware of 
each other until they finally came together to make 
a nest. They grew up 10 miles from each other in 
small U.K. towns (I heard the word “hamlet” used). 
They were both accountants, working in separate 
firms. Then Peter’s firm merged with Nigel’s firm 
which brought them closer together. Then 
eventually Nigel broke off and started his own 
accounting firm, and Peter set up his own 
computer company.  

1977 was when they came together for good…. to 
nest. They have been together for 39 years. 
During this time in the U.K. they had a musical 
group, called “Musical Expression”, doing charity 
concerts and the like. FYI: Peter plays the piano 
and organ, the guitar, sings and writes music. 
Whew! Oh, and he’s a chef. Nigel ran a church 
youth exchange program, hosting young people 
back and forth with similar folks in other countries, 
including the U.S. That took Nigel to America for 
the first time in 1973, and thereby found Vero 
Beach. He decided to buy a “vacation home” in 
Sebastian around 1992.  

Eventually they both decided to sell their respective 
accounting and computer businesses, looking at 4 
countries to possibly move to. Ultimately having a 
vacation home in Florida swayed their decision to 
move here. Within two weeks of arriving they decided 
to take a boating course, but…and get this..they had 
to be “invited” by the Squadron Commander to join 
and also, because they weren’t U.S. citizens, request 
approval from the Chief Commander to join! Initially, 
they had no intention of being involved in Power 
Squadron! But their PS friends Joe and Irene Leitz 
saw things differently, taking them under their wing, 
calling them “the boys”. The rest, as they say, is 
history. 

Both having an unquenchable love and commitment 
for USPS, have risen to the very top of our national 
organization. Nigel was Vero Beach Commander in 
2001 then moved directly to District becoming District 
Commander in 2004. Nigel then did nine years 
looking after the finances of the national organization 
rising to Assistant National Treasurer. Peter was 
SISPS charter Commander and then moved up 
through the District Bridge to be District Commander 
in 2008, afterwards moving up to the national 
Nominating Committee, then after a year’s “so-called” 
rest became Assistant National Secretary. Peter is 
now National Secretary, one of only seven board 
members at the very top of our USPS 
organization, his 3rd year at that position. 

Continued on next page 
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Florida Boating Rules Update 
The new Florida boating rules (HB 703) regarding a 
new FWC safety inspection sticker and a new law 
about bow riding are now in force. The new state 
boating rules loosen a ban on bow-riding and limit the 
ability of marine officers to make safety-equipment 
stops with the FWC providing their own new safety 
inspection sticker.  

Boaters that are stopped by the FWC for a safety-
equipment check and pass the FWC safety inspection 
will receive a newly printed red and white state sticker 
at no cost. When displayed on the vessel this new 
sticker means that a FWC marine officer needs a 
specific reason, beyond a routine equipment check, to 
make a boating stop. The decals will not prevent 
stops for other violations. 200,000 of the new decals 
have been distributed to FWC officers. Our members 
asked if our vessel safety inspections and our VSC 
decal that we have been issuing for many years 
would be equivalent to the red and white FWC sticker. 
FWC officers said that at this time they are not 
equivalent. Clearly there will be more discussion 
between the United States Power Squadrons and 
state law enforcement on this issue.  

Another new law that passed has to do with bow 
riding. This law drops the former rule that said “bow 
riding or riding on the gunwale or transom where no 
seating is provided” can be defined by FWC 
enforcement officers as a violation such as careless 
or reckless boat operation. Even with this new rule in 
effect we will continue to strongly recommend against 
bow-riding even though it is no longer a violation. All 
of the above information is a quick summary. As this 
is all new and confusing to us all please find further 
information and form your own opinion by reading the 
house bill: https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2016/0703.  

Finally, there was a new derelict-vessel law that 
allows FWC officers to ticket owners of “at-risk” boats 
that require repairs to avoid imminent sinking. It may 
be of use to some of our members who own homes 
on canals. 

By Cdr Thomas Nolan, SN,  
Pompano Beach Sail and Power Squadron Newsletter 
Submitted by P/R/C Nigel Hargreaves, SN 

Member Profile:  Nigel and Peter– Cont’d 

I literally cannot do justice trying to describe what 
these guys have done and what they are doing for 
USPS. What a treasure it is to have their 
experience and leadership IN OUR SQUADRON! I 
think it is accurate to say that a core part of their 
life…their hobby, their LOVE…for 22 years has 
been United States Power Squadrons. Talking with 
them I saw boundless caring and giving of 
themselves to others, and I get the impression they 
haven’t even thought about slowing down! Oh, by 
the way, ever wonder who designed our excellent 
SISPS web site? Peter.  

I’m running out of space here, so next time you talk 
to them, ask them about the businesses they run 
from their home. Ask Nigel to tell you about the dog 
with the broken back who “would never walk again”, 
and Nigel somehow massaged it in their pool while 
the owners were on vacation. When the owners 
came to get it, this dog actually walked down the 
driveway to them!  

Thank you Nigel and Peter…. for everything; 

By Lt Don Robertson 
Chm Membership 

From Left:  Cdr Dave Albury, P  welcomes, introduces 
and asks the members to join in reciting the USPS 
Pledge with new members Carol and Greg P and Terry 
G. at an induction ceremony held 26 September 2016 at 
the squadron members’ meeting. 

https://flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2016/0703
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The District 8 Bridge at the Fall Conference Saturday meeting. From left:  V/C Peter Mitchelson, SN, the national C/Cs representative 
presenting Lt/C “Mag” Mangold, SN  the Prince Henry Award for 

Proficiency in JN and N and D/C Al Furtado, SN. 

Attendees at the District 8 Fall Conference. Cdr Dave receiving the Robert C. Wornick Membership Award 
Plaque from V/C Mitchelson and D/C Furtado. 

Lt Don and Janet Robinson at the Conference registration desk. Cdr Dave reporting SISPS activities to the Council. 

SISPS at the District 8 Fall Conference 23 -25 September 2016 
Photos below by D/Lt Art Dodd, SN.  D8 Photographer.  See more at:  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/artdodd52/albums/72157670937538343 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/artdodd52/albums/72157670937538343
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SISPS  
13 August 2016 Social 

Hosted by  
the Robertsons 
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SISPS  
17 September 2016 Social 

 Hosted by   
Diana & Mike Jackson and Jo Fancher 
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Spoil Islands Amenities 
After waiting patiently for the State’s new fiscal budget to be approved; the Indian River Aquatic 
Preserve (IRLAP) amenities program consisting of a permanent 
picnic table and fire-ring to be installed on our adopted IR13 may 
soon be scheduled.  The IRLAP staff will supply the wood, tools and 
provide supervision to squadron members assembling the table.  A 
few weeks later we will be installing both the table and fire-ring on 
the island.  Updates to follow! 
Leave No Trace ~ Pack it In, Pack it Out! 
Among boaters IR13 is known as “Poop Island” since it is their 
favorite island to make a pit-stop.  During island cleanups, it is not unusual to see toilet paper blowing 
in the wind or to find “land mines of human waste” while exploring the island.   

For months Lt/C Charmaine Brayton, S, has been relentless in her efforts 
to bring this hazardous human waste situation to the attention of Indian 
River Lagoon Aquatic Preserve staff (IRLAP).   
Recently the IRLAP office announced their alliance with the Leave No 
Trace Center (LNT) for Outdoor Ethics.  According to IRLAP “this 
partnership was created to address the issues of public use (and overuse) 
of spoil islands, primarily the issue of human waste as a health hazard.  The 
LNT principals are guidelines developed to encourage outdoor recreational 

users to leave no trace when visiting an area.  Pack it in, Pack it out is their biggest campaign designed 
to educate people that if you bring trash (or generate waste) you have to take responsibility for it 
and remove it.”  The program has been very successful along the Appalachian Trail, in Arizona and 
Colorado National Parks. (just to name a few). 
Through IRLAP’s efforts the spoils islands were chosen by LNT as a “2017 Hotspot” from over 100 
applicants nationwide.  A pilot project is being designed with guidance from LNT to study the 
effectiveness of providing “wag bags” (a solid & liquid waste bag) to island users 
for the proper disposal of human waste when visiting.  If the study is 
successful, IRLAP will apply for a grant from the Indian River Lagoon Council to 
expand the project throughout the Aquatic Preserve. 
Great News!  IR13 has been chosen as one of six islands in the Lagoon to test 
the effects of the “wag bag” project.  ‘Friends of the Spoil Islands’ have been 
busy building dispenser-type units to hold the unused bags and will assist with 
installation on the designated islands.   
Sebastian Inlet Sail & Power Squadron has been asked to tally the number of 
used “wag bags” left upon the island and remove them during our cleanups.  The 
“wag bag” features a spill-proof bag, toilet paper and antimicrobial wipe.  Once closed, it is a 
completely sanitary unit approved for landfill disposal.  Our Spoil Island IR13 may soon find relief 
from the human waste problem littering its shores.  
By Lt Cat Mangold, JN, Environmental Liaison 
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IR 13 

IR 14 

IR 12 

Aerial photo—Indian River By Air 

Spoil Islands Cleanup 
10 September 2016 

In honor of annual global litter removal program “International 
Coastal Cleanup Day” twelve Sebastian Inlet squadron members 
and two guests met on our adopted Indian River Lagoon Spoil 
Islands to pick up debris left by careless campers, boating 
picnickers, or blown ashore.  

The variety of items found never ceases to amaze!   

A smashed wire crab trap, two large cardboard boxes, men’s 
underwear, one flip flop, an 8-inch broken plastic plant pot, a 
washcloth, half of a empty cement mix bag, two baby diapers 
(one with a full load), a 12’x12’ carpet liner rigged as a tent; plus the usual assortment of 
plastic bags, plastic water bottles and plastic caps, plastic drinking cups, small pieces-parts of 
broken colored plastic, paper and plastic drinking straws, beer caps and bottles (mostly 
broken), aluminum cans and pop-tabs, tent tie-down lines, cigarette filters, and small shredded 
pieces-parts chair cushion scattered everywhere on IR12.   

Actually, the three islands were cleaner than we expected 
after the Labor Day weekend; however, we still managed 
to haul away 40-plus pounds between them.   

Once the work was done; the fun began.  Picnic chefs du 
jour grilled their infamous hot dogs plus members’ pot-luck 
side dishes and desserts were culinary delights.   

Special thanks to Jay Woltering, AP and Maggie Perry for 
providing their vessels for island ferry service and to Lt Karen and Lt Dave West for supplying 
their arsenal of kayaks for members ambitious enough to piddle-paddle.  With a note of ‘fall’ in 
the air, it was a beautiful day to be on the islands with friends enjoying the Lagoon! 

 

By Lt Cat Mangold, JN,  Environmental Liaison 
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More 
Spoil 

Islands 
Cleanup 

Skipper Jay’s boat 

Paddling to next island 

Don finds log 

Kayaks on shore All done! 

Mary  swings 
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News from National 

There is a new replacement tool in the 
Vessel Safety Check (VSC) tool box called 
"DAP" acronym for "Decal Awareness 
Program".  The flyers and posters were 
designed to display the three primary 

aspects of the United States Power Squadrons: 
EDUCATION, SAFETY, and 
CAMARADERIE.  Using the Vessel Safety Check 
decal at its nucleus is beneficial, as it's a 
recognizable symbol.  Another benefit of the flyer is 
squadrons and VEs can add their contact 
information electronically from their computer.  Also 
displayed on the flyer is the Quick Response (QR) 
code for the USPS web site, plus a QR code for the 
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary VSC locater 
web site.  This is a new National project that adheres 
to the USPS branding manual policy. 

"Save a Life" boater safety signs were designed to 
be placed at recreational merchant locations and 
boat ramps.  By including the form 7012, boaters will 
know in advance what is expected in order to pass a 
VSC.  One of the signs is designed to have a 
squadron address box and the other is a Universal 
sign that combines the USPS and USCGAUX. 

With your leadership and support the Decal 
Awareness Program can increase the annual Vessel 
Safety Checks. 

DAP Announcement quoted from Safety Committee Webpage 
Member Site of the United States Power Squadrons® National 
Website 

Decal Awareness Program  (DAP) 

The 2016 Governing Board Meeting, held in 
Pittsburgh, concluded on Saturday 27 August 2016. 
By all accounts, it was a successful meeting. 

Besides the department and committee meetings 
available on Thursday, there were a number of 
seminars offered on Friday. These included but were 
not limited to: Squadron Growth – Finding What 
Works, Instructor Development, and SERAT Does It 
All on the Water. 

The official meeting attendance on Saturday was 
405. Many of these members and their guests 
enjoyed the abundant sightseeing opportunities 
around Pittsburgh, including cruises on the 3 rivers, 
rides on the famous Incline Cable Cars, and for 
some a Pirates baseball game. The hotel was 
conveniently located with a variety of restaurants 
within a few blocks.  

Some of the actions at the meeting included: 

 The Finance Committee proposed a motion to 
increase dues $2.00, effective date 1 December 
2016. This would set the dues rate for a regular 
active member at $53.00, family units headed by a 
regular active at $79.50, and family units headed by 
a life member or a sustaining member at $26.50. 
This motion passed. 

 Announcement by the Member Benefits 
Committee of two new benefits: 
 VSP – Individual Vision Care. This is a national 
not-for-profit vision care company 

 Wyndham Hotel Group – 20% savings on their 
variety of hotel chains 

For further information on these programs and a 
complete list of Member Benefits, go to the Member 
Home Page on the National Website, click on the 
Site Index, then Member Benefits. 

News from National reported by 
R/C Kathleen Lambert, AP 
Communications Com 

USPS Governing Board Meeting 2016  

Samples of brochures/flyers/ Posters above.  Printable files can 
be downloaded from the USPS “Safety” Com website. 

Go to the Safety Committee web page at usps.org;- Member 
site;- Site index; Safety Committee; then Decal Awareness 
Program from the left menu.  
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Happy Birthday!!! 
 

Nancy Hancock 
John Sanfilippo 
Karen West 
Kathy Dougherty 
Ruth Lentini 
Janet Leh 
 
David Werner 
Spencer Anderson 
Roberta Kalish 
Jackie Allen 
Art Baitz 

04 Oct 
04 Oct 
06 Oct 
14 Oct 
30 Oct 
31 Oct 

 
06 Nov 
14 Nov 
19 Nov 
20 Nov 
26 Nov 

 October & November 2016 

Notice 
Ensign Magazines Wanted 

If you are not saving your Ensign Magazines, the 
Membership Com would like to recycle them by giving 
them out to prospective members and ABC students at 
our booth events and public classes. 
Contact Lt/C Charmaine Brayton, S. 

 
AmazonSmile 

Please see flyer attached for complete information on 
the AmazonSmile program where you can donate money 
to our squadron  without costing you a thing.  If you shop 
on Amazon.com you can have 0.5% of your purchase 
price donated to our squadron.  
 

D/8 Awards 
Congratulations SISPS Educational Dept!  Prince Henry 
will stay in Sebastian for another year.  Prince Henry 
was awarded to SISPS at the District 8 Fall Conference 
held 24 September in PBG. Way to Go Mag and our 
student members!  Also the D/8 Membership Plaque  for 
Superior Achievement in the Acquisition and Retention 
of Members was awarded to SISPS, as well as P/C/C 
Willian Selden IV, SN  Certificate of Participation 
Member Involvement Retention Award. 

Next Public Boating Class  
12 November 2016 

Hospitality at the D8 Conference 

   

Our own V/C Peter Mitchelson, SN, 
Chief’s Rep at the D8 Fall Conference 

   

mailto:xo@sebastianinletps.org
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From the Editor 
Thank you 

P/R/C Nigel Hargreaves, SN 
R/C Kathleen Lambert, AP 

Lt Cat Mangold, JN 
V/C Peter Mitchelson, SN 

Lt/C Mary Price, P 
Lt Don Robertson 
Janet Robertson 
Lt Debbie Sladen  
Lt Karen West, P 

 

who contributed articles/photos 
 for this issue! 

Upcoming National/District Events 

Deadline Next Issue 

20 October 2016 

 Create an AmazonSmile Account !  

Editor’s Note:  The next issue  of The Sebastian Inlet will be “November 2016”  

 

 19-26 Feb 17 USPS Annual Meeting, Orlando, Fl 

 28-30 Apr 17 District 8 Spring Conference, Embassy Suites, PGA   

 20-26 May 17 National Safe Boating Week 

 Member Advertising 

  

ABC Public 
Boating Course 

12 November 2016  



Did you know that you can donate money to our squadron without costing you a thing? It’s true.  If you shop on 

Amazon.com, you can have 0.5% of your purchase price donated to our squadron.  AmazonSmile is a website 

operated by Amazon that lets you enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, and convenient shopping 

features as on Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile ( https://smile.amazon.com/ ), the 

AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the eligible charitable organization of your choice 

(make sure that you select our squadron). 

  

No Cost to Customers or Charitable Organizations 

There is no cost to charitable organizations or to AmazonSmile customers. AmazonSmile has the same wide selection 

of products, low prices, and convenient shopping features as Amazon.com, including Amazon Prime member benefits. 

The shopping experience is identical to Amazon.com with the added benefit that the AmazonSmile Foundation will 

donate 0.5% of the purchase price from eligible AmazonSmile purchases to charitable organizations selected by 

customers. 

  

Set Up 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you will be prompted to select a charitable organization to receive donations from 

eligible purchases before you begin shopping. They will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase 

you make on AmazonSmile will result in a donation.  

  
1. 1. You will be presented with a text box to enter your charity. Enter “United States Power Squadrons” (without 

quotes). 
2. 2. Click on Search.  You will then be presented with a list of squadrons. 

3. 3. Scroll down till you see Sebastian.  

4. 4. Click on ‘Select’. 

5. 5. SMILE.  Now every purchase you make on smile.amazon.com puts money in our coffers! 

  

Purchases Eligible for Donations 

Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked “Eligible 

for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription 

renewals are not currently eligible. 

  

Managing your AmazonSmile Account 

You can manage your purchases and other account information on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile using a single 

account. You can use your existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile if you have one, or create a new account if 

you don’t. 

Article Submitted by P/D/Lt/C Ron Ray, JN 

https://smile.amazon.com/
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