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From the Helm  

Greetings all, 
 
As I write this article for the award winning newsletter I look forward to this time of 
year. The weather is always nice and all our snowbirds start returning to their 
southern homes. 
 
We have a lot of things to look forward to in the coming months. We will have our 
booth at the Sebastian Clam Bake at River View Park over the weekend of 4, 5, 6 
November 2016.  We will be manning the booth Friday afternoon, Saturday from 
morning to early evening, then Sunday the same.  We will need volunteers to 
work the booth and you can contact Charmaine or me and we will get you 
scheduled.  Or, you can just show up and help when you can. 
 
Next,  we have our Murder Mystery Dinner on 19 November at River Run Club- 
House;  please see information in the newsletter. We did this a few years ago 
and all that attended had a great time. Edna Markham is handling reservations, 
please contact her for information at 388-1036. 
 
We will be having a new member orientation in December and we would like the 
new members in the last two years to attend.  This is being put on by our 
Membership Committee. 
 
There will be no regular membership meeting in the month of December. 
 
Smooth Sailing, 
 
Cdr David W. Albury Sr., P 

 

Please submit your recommended “Book” 
of Nautical Interest w/review to the Editor 
for inclusion in our newsletter.! 

 

SISPS is on Facebook! 

Please visit our website and “Like Us”. 

Click on the logo above or go to 

http://www.facebook.com/sebastianinletps/ 

We’re on the web at: 
www.sebastianinletps.org 

http://www.facebook.com/sebastianinletps/
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A few ramblings from the Educational Officer’s desk: 
Welcome back to all our ‘yondering’ members to 
another year of fun-filled, action-packed explorations 
into the wonders of on the water navigation!  Over the 
summer, there have been several students challenging 
the Seamanship course; I’m waiting on National for the 
results of their final exams.  It’s time once again to dust 
off the pencils, dividers, course plotters, crying towels & 
ERASERS! There is enough interest for the 
Department to invite all interested “S” rated members to 
challenge the Piloting course in February.  Contact 
SEO Mag for further details!  

 
Now is the best time of year to learn 
the intricacies of Celestial Navigation.  
Due to “falling back” into Standard 
Time, one more pesky correction to 
Sight Reduction is eliminated. 
 

As the Prince Henry trophy is very comfy here in 
Sebastian to the continued envy of all other District 8 
member squadron’s SEOs, the Department is looking 
for a few interested Advanced Pilots to delve into 
Celestial Navigation in 2017.  Of course, any interested 
Junior Navigation rated members are encouraged to 
“boldly go where few have ventured before” into the 
stars, planets and moon lines of position to earn their 
Navigator patches. 
 
Many of our members have been asking me what is 
causing the King Tides to be so high and if this will be 
the new “norm” for our area as many haven’t 
remembered them being this bad. I’d like to take a 
moment to give some additional information on the 
subject: 
 
The King Tides occur on a predictable schedule every 
year and result in the largest tidal range seen over the 
course of a year. So what’s been causing these to be 
worse this year? Well, we need to look a little closer at 
the moon to discover the reason we have abnormally 
high water levels right now. The moon’s orbit this month 
actually had it at its perigee, or closest point to Earth, 
on 15 Oct 16. The moon appeared brighter and larger, 
resulting in what is called a “super moon”. The regular 
orbit of the moon is not truly circular, rather slightly 

elliptical, which causes shifts in the distance from 
earth. The closest super moon of the year will 
occur on 14 November 2016 when it will be 
approximately 221,524 miles from the Earth 
versus 253,688 miles at its apogee and an 
average distance of 238,000 miles. The 
November 14th moon will also be the closest to 
the Earth thus far in the 21st century! This event 
will bring the moon to its proxigee, or closest 
perigee of the year. We expect the King Tide in 
November to be one of the worst we have 
experienced thus far; but there is some good 
news- the moon won’t be this close again until 
the full moon of 25 November 2034. The King 
Tide predictions follow these Full Moon or Super 
Moon occurrences but the tides can also be 
exacerbated by the earth’s orbit around the sun 
and when the moon is in alignment with the sun, 
known as perigee and perihelion. So when the 
sun, moon and Earth line up at perigee and 
perihelion, which happens twice each year, the 
gravitational force on the Earth is strongest, 
creating the huge tides. 
 
King Tides will continue to occur every year, 
along with perigean spring tides (these have 
nothing to do with Spring), due to the shifts in the 
lunar orbit. However, this is an exceptionally 
strong year due to the closeness of the moon and 
we should start to see some relief as the moon 
moves away. The last King Tides of the year are 
expected to occur during the weeks of 12 - 18 
November and 12 - 16 December. 
 
Fair Winds & Following Seas, y’all! 
 
seo@sebastianinletps.org 

Lt/C David  “Mag” Mangold, SN-IN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cont’d on Next Page 

12 November 2016 
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From the Educational Officer, Cont’d 
A few informational notes from the web, the 1st 
regarding the appearance of imported LED 
navigation lights which may or may not be US 
Coast Guard Approved: 
 
http://bassanglermag.com/no-led-lights-for-your-
bass-boat/ 
 
The 2nd announces the “latest greatest” from 
Standard Horizon, its new Marine Band VHF which 

incorporates not only DSC (Digital Selective Calling) 
but AIS (Automatic Identification System) class B as 
well: 
 
http://www.panbo.com/archives/2016/10/
standard_horizon_gx6500_a_loaded_vhf_radio_also_int
egrated_with_class_b_ais.html 
 
Fair Winds & Following Seas, y’all! 
seo@sebastianinletps.org 

Lt/C David  “Mag” Mangold, SN-IN 

Nautical Trivia 

“Fly-By-Night”  A large square sail used downwind or on a reach that could be used easily and quickly. This 
made it very useful for sailing at night especially by people who dealt in contraband. Since these people's 
character was always in question they became known as fly-by-night-ers. 

“Why pirates pierced their ears”  Not to look suave, but because it was believed that piercing the ears with 
such precious metals as silver and gold, improved one's eyesight. Even relatively respectable sea faring men 
indulged in the practice. 

“Davy Jones' Locker”  A real nautical term that dates back to the 1700s. Davy Jones was sailor slang for 
the Devil. To send someone to Davy Jones meant killing the individual. Being “sent to Davy Jones Locker” 
implied that you were not going to heaven. 

“Is everything hunky dory?”  This phrase for feeling carefree does have a nautical origin, but it's not related 
to a small wood boat that is rowed. Sailors in port in Yokohama liked to visit Hunki-Dori street when they felt 
carefree - in the center of the city's red light district where sailors were wont to go after a long time at sea. 

Submitted by Lt Don Robertson 

   

   

From the Administrative Officer’s Reports 

Lt/C Mary Price, AP attended the Chamber of Commerce luncheon 21 October 2016 
and prior to attending requested a supply of business cards.  P/C Walter Seppala, III 
volunteered to make cards for all bridge officers.  Thank you  P/C Walter! 

The last several Lunch Bunch events were not well attended and Lt/C Price suggested 
we might want to make some changes.  However, not to be discouraged, Lt/C Price 
donned her Greek skirt (bought in Greece) and took Ed to Genies’s Mediterranean Grill 
for dinner so we would have a photo.  Photo left:  Lt/C Price with the same waiter who 
served the Lunch Bunch group and who gave excellent service.  She reports the food 

really good—”Yum” as it was at the Lunch Bunch;  and the restaurant’s décor very nice.  

The speaker for the 24 Oct 16  Members’ meeting was Duanne De Freese, Ph.D., Executive Director of the 
Indian River Lagoon Council.  Lt/C Price also reported the dates and times for upcoming squadron events 
as listed on Page 5 of the “Upcoming Events” column and throughout this newsletter. 
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Upcoming Events 
 

01 November 2016 
Lunch Bunch 
Time:  1130 
Mo Bay Grill 

 

04 - 06 November 2016  
Sebastian Annual Clambake 

All Day & Evening 
 Riverview Park, Sebastian  

 

12 November 2016 
ABC3 Public Boating Course 

Time:  0730 - 1700 
Activity Center, 1225 Main Street 

  

13 November 2016 
Paddle 

Time:  TBA 
Pelican Island 

 

14 November 2016 
Executive Com Mtg 

Time:  1900 
Sebastian Yacht Club 

 

19 November 2016 
Murder Mystery Dinner Fundraiser 

Time:  1800 
River Run Condo Club-house 

 

28 November 2016 
Members Mtg 
Time:  1900 

Sebastian Yacht Club 
 

06 December 2016 
Lunch Bunch 
Time:  1130 

Marsh Landing, Fellsmere 
 

10 December 2016 
Holiday Social 

Time:  1800 
Host:  The West’s 

 
19 December 2016 

New Member Orientation 
Time:  1900 - 2100 
Membership Com 

To be held at Peter & Nigel’s Home 

Lunch Bunch Website 

lunchbunch.rdallenproject.com 

Go to the Lunch Bunch website to see photographs 

  

Committee Updates 

WHODUNIT??? 
Make your reservations for our Fall fun/fundraising murder 
mystery dinner to be held on 19 November 2016 at 1800 at 
the River Run Club-house.  It’s $15 per person (BYOB) 
which includes appetizers, dinner, dessert and mixers;  
checks payable to SISPS in advance and sent to Edna 
Markham by 11 Nov 16.  Don’t miss this fun event!  Any 
questions?  Call Marnie at 388-3132 or Karen at 388-2658. 

See flyer on page 13 for more information. 

 

Stop by our booth at the Sebastian Annual Clambake to be 
held 4-6 November 2016 at the Riverview Park. 

Contact Lt/C Charmaine Brayton, S if you can help 
xo@sebastianinletps.org.  Still some slots to fill! 

This years’s slogan:  “Take me out to the Clambake!” 

 

Please see attached flyer for complete information on 
the AmazonSmile program where you can donate 
money to our squadron without costing you a thing.  If 

you shop on Amazon.com you can have 0.5% of your 
purchase price donated to our squadron. 

 

The Executive Com will hold a special workshop to discuss 
activating a Planning Committee 2 November 2016 at 1800. 

 

SISPS is on Facebook, please visit our page and 
“like us” at: 

http://www.facebook.com/sebastianinletps/ 

http://www.facebook.com/sebastianinletps/
http://lunchbunch.rdallenproject.com
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We are having a New Member Orientation on 19 
Dec 16  beginning at 1900 at the home of Nigel and 
Peter.  We will provide refreshments. 

We will cover things like the Bylaws, the 
management structure of the squadron and the 
various roles people play to make it work.  Also, you 
will learn how our squadron fits into the large arena 
of our District 8, as well as how USPS National 
operates to support us all.  You will also learn some 
about the history of USPS, about our award winning 
education department, and about our environmental 
and community work.  And more! 

“New Member” is anyone who joined our squadron 
in the last two years (2015/2016).  Please RSVP to 
Don Robertson as soon as possible at 
crsdon@gmail.com if you plan to attend. 

Any regular member who wants to attend is 
welcome, however we don’t want everybody 
showing up and overloading Nigel and Peter’s 
house!  FYI: we are talking about having a regular 
member orientation at one of the regular 
membership meetings after the first of the year, so 
there will be an opportunity to become properly 
oriented if you don’t attend this 19 December event! 

By Lt Don Robertson 
Chm Membership 

SISPS Paddlers had a great paddle on Saturday, 22 
Oct 16.  Twelve were signed up to paddle, but nine 
actually paddled, (3 had good excuses!). 

We launched at McDonald Park off Roseland Rd 
and paddled up the North Prong of the St. Sebastian 
River toward the C54 canal.  The weather was 
perfect with just a little breeze.  We had lunch at 
“The Sound of Music Hill”  (Karen’s name for it). 

We then continued our travel up the North Prong, a 
beautiful, picturesque area. 

Nine happy, tired paddlers arrived back at the park 
safe and sound.  We now have two members joining 
Ron Ray in the “soggy bottom” club.  No explanation 
needed! 

We are planning a paddle for Sunday, 13 Nov 16 at 
Pelican Island.  More on this later.  On Saturday, 3 
Dec 16, we hope to do Turkey Creek. 

We are also planning a “beginners” paddle for 
Saturday, 11 Feb 17 from Hardee Park off Barber 
Street (Thank you Dottie Billington for this idea). 

Lt Dave and Lt Karen West 

Boating Activities, CoChm 

     Our MEMBER-ship     
Boating Activties 

Sebastian Annual Clambake 
4—6 November 2016 

Riverview Park 
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Next Paddling Event 13 November 2016 

Pelican Island - Paddlers, you won’t want to miss! 

   

North Prong of St. Sebastian River Paddle ~ 22 October 2016 

At the McDonald Park Ramp View from the Hill 

Our Nine Paddlers Paddling Along the North Prong 

   



 
 © 2014 - 2016 UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS ® PAGE  8 November / December 2016 

  THE SEBASTIAN INLET Volume 13,  Number 9 

Spoil Islands Devastated! 

After hearing an unofficial report that the edge of 
hurricane Matthew’s eye pasted only a 100 miles off 
shore east of Sebastian with winds of 90mph, I should 
not have been surprised when the Ambassador from 
‘Friends of the Spoil Islands’ told me our adopted 
islands IR12, IR13, and IR14 were extremely damaged; 
however, I had to see for myself.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From a distance,  IR12 didn’t look too bad, a few 
Australian pines on the west shore appeared down.  
Then we got closer the full impact hit us.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This was not a surprise since the Casuarina sp is a very 
shallow-rooted tree.  Then squadron members Becky, 
Mag and I began walking the shorelines. 

 
 
 

Of the 45 pots of red 
mangroves planted two years 

ago on the south shoreline only 
five survived and they are 
almost completely buried in 

sand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The east shore appears to have lost another 6-foot 
width of shoreline.  The sand is gone leaving a 
multitude of dead shrubs along the base of the cliff. 
The northeast shoreline was hit the hardest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All that remains of the 50 pots of planted red 
mangroves are a few sticks in the water.  Most likely 
the plants were completely submerged at one time by 
the high tides.   
Perhaps more survived however with all the “down” pine 
trees it is difficult to ascertain the damage without 
massive tree branch trimming first.   

 
Island wide we 
estimated 25 
Australian pines 
blown over leaving 
only the southwest 
corner available for 
day use.   

 
The smallest of our adopted islands is considerably 

smaller after Matthew’s visit. 
 

Spoil Islands IR13 and IR14 fared slightly better. 



  THE SEBASTIAN INLET Volume 13,  Number 9 

  © 2014- 2016 UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS ® PAGE  9 November / December 2016 

 Spoil Islands Devastated!  Cont’d 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the south shore of IR13 we counted 12 red 
mangrove plants remaining from the 45 potted plants 
squadron members planted last spring.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
The cliff on the east shore no longer exists.  Most of 
the 15 “down” Australian pines are located along the 
north shoreline. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also on the northwest side there appears to be 14 red 
mangrove plants remaining of the 60 pots planted last 

spring. 

The good news is our adoption sign still stands! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spoil Island IR14 suffered serious erosion damage on 
the southwest shoreline.  The 6-foot high sea grape 
plant planted in honor of a furry pet is gone and the 
berm of sand extending westward from the island 
appears to extend almost to the mainland now.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another 15 Australian pines are “down” primarily on 
the north shore.  Since we only adopted IR14 earlier 
this year, Sebastian Inlet Sail & Power Squadron 
hasn’t had the opportunity to begin planting red 
mangroves on IR14’s shorelines. 

All the Spoil Islands are in drastic need of cleaning 
after wind and wave washed ashore debris of every 
type. 

A special word of appreciation to FOSI Ambassador 
Chuck Henry for providing his vessel as transportation 
to and from the islands; the survey wouldn’t have been 
completed without him! 

Lt. Cat Mangold, N ~ Environmental Liaison  
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Ready to Paddle 

Blue Cypress Lake Paddle ~ 16 September 2016 

On our way! 

View on Blue Cypress 

And here comes another 

Returning to home base 

Ron made it back too! 
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Happy Birthday!!! 
 

David Werner 
Spencer Anderson 
Roberta Kalish 
Jackie Allen 
Art Baitz 
 
Ron Babin 
Kristi Watson Anderson 
Felice Firestone 
Roger Orren 
Bill Heimbaugh 
Walter Husak 
Betty Masi 

 06 Nov 
14 Nov 
19 Nov 
20 Nov 
26 Nov 

 
04 Dec 
04 Dec 
04 Dec 
12 Dec 
20 Dec 
22 Dec 
23 Dec 

November and December 2016 

Notice 
Ensign Magazines Wanted 

If you are not saving your Ensign Magazines, the 
Membership Com would like to recycle them by giving 
them out to prospective members and ABC students 
at our booth events and public classes. 

Contact Lt/C Charmaine Brayton, S. 

AmazonSmile 
Please see flyer attached for complete information on 
the AmazonSmile program where you can donate 
money to our squadron  without costing you a thing.  
If you shop on Amazon.com you can have 0.5% of 
your purchase price donated to our squadron.  

November Members’ Meeting Speaker 
The speaker for November members’ meeting is 
Jason Brown, the new County Administrator, who will 
speak on county information, including what the 
county is doing to help the Lagoon. 

From the Editor 
The October 2016 issue of “The Inlet”  contained an 
article “Florida Boating Rules Update” submitted by 
Nigel Hargreaves, SN.  Please be advised that the 
article was written by Cdr Thomas R. Nolan, SN  for 
Pompano Beach Sail and Power Squadron’s 
newsletter,  “Mariner” and we thank Cdr Nolan for 
sharing it with our readers. 

First Timers, Get Ready for Fun in Orlando 19 - 26 February 2016 - Rosen Centre Hotel 

We’re looking for a large showing of First Timers at the USPS 2017 Annual Meeting in Orlando! If you haven’t 
attended a national meeting before, you are a “First Timer”! When you register for the Annual Meeting, please 
check the box indicating that this is your first national meeting. You will receive a packet of information with 
everything you need to know about the meeting, voting, etc. At the meeting, you’ll receive a discount coupon 
for one item from the Ship’s Store and a chance to win a First-Timer Door Prize, as well as an invitation to a 
reception with the national bridge. See you in Orlando! Email: Lynda Leque 

GRIDS and GRIBS: Computer Weather Forecasting and Navigation 

A brand new webinar–GRIDS and GRIBS: Computer Weather Forecasting and Navigation–captures the 
fascinating world of modern weather forecasting. After providing some historical context, the webinar gets 
right to the foundation of the modern forecasting process–the giant computer models that are the basis for all 
professionally produced weather predictions. Most importantly for boaters, the webinar describes the types of 
forecasts (GRIDS and GRIBS) that these models have made possible, their strengths and weaknesses, how 
to get them at no cost anywhere in the world, and how to use them in electronic chart plotting. The webinar 
will be given at 2000 ET on Tuesday, 15 Nov. To register, visit www.usps.org/cgi-bin-
nat/eddept/800/getregform.cgi?W-6750. Email: Robert F. Anderson 

    News From Na onal  ‐ Excerpts from the USPS News Blast 

mailto:lyndaleque@sssnet.com
mailto:passage1@wavecable.com
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From the Editor 
Thank you 

  
Lt Cat Mangold, JN 
Lt/C Mary Price, P 
Lt Don Robertson 

Lt/C Marnie Sullivan, AP 
Lt Karen West, P 

 

who contributed articles/photos 
 for this issue! 

Upcoming National/District Events 

Deadline Next Issue 

20 December 2016 

 Create an AmazonSmile Account !  

Editor’s Note:  The next issue  of The Sebastian Inlet will be “January 2017”  

 

 19-26 Feb 17 USPS Annual Meeting, Orlando, Fl 

 28-30 Apr 17 District 8 Spring Conference, Embassy Suites, PGA   

 20-26 May 17 National Safe Boating Week 

 Member Advertising 

  

ABC Public 
Boating Course 

12 November 2016  
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Mediterranean 

Gilded Vessel 
Archibald Bemmington Frath  

Cordially invites you to be his guest 
Aboard his Motor Yacht. 

Join SISPS in the Grand Salon. 

 ~~~~~~  
When:   19 November 2016,  at 1800 hours 
Where: River Run Club House 
What:   Fun Raising Fund Raiser 

  Murder Mystery Dinner Party (BYOB) 

DRESS:  Roaring 20’s/Flapper (optional) 
Price: $15.00/per person;  due with registration 

Guests welcome! 
R.S.V.P.  by 11 November 2016 with check payable to SISPS and 
mailed to: 
 Edna Markham   
 6232 N Mirror Lake Dr., Sebastian, FL 32958 

 ~~~~~~  
Archibald Frath is the internationally famous distributor of 
champagne and fine wines and the owner of the 
multinational corporate enterprise, Grapes of Frath. 

The Gilded Vessel carries a large crew under the command 
of Captain Meirre.  Equally legendary is the ship’s fare, 
concocted by a superb galley staff. 

On behalf of Archibald B. Frath, Captain Meirre, and the 
ship’s company, Welcome Aboard and may your cruise 
with us be a pleasant one. 



Did you know that you can donate money to our squadron without costing you a thing? It’s true.  If you shop on 

Amazon.com, you can have 0.5% of your purchase price donated to our squadron.  AmazonSmile is a website 

operated by Amazon that lets you enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, and convenient shopping 

features as on Amazon.com. The difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile ( https://smile.amazon.com/ ), the 

AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the eligible charitable organization of your choice 

(make sure that you select our squadron). 

  

No Cost to Customers or Charitable Organizations 

There is no cost to charitable organizations or to AmazonSmile customers. AmazonSmile has the same wide selection 

of products, low prices, and convenient shopping features as Amazon.com, including Amazon Prime member benefits. 

The shopping experience is identical to Amazon.com with the added benefit that the AmazonSmile Foundation will 

donate 0.5% of the purchase price from eligible AmazonSmile purchases to charitable organizations selected by 

customers. 

  

Set Up 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you will be prompted to select a charitable organization to receive donations from 

eligible purchases before you begin shopping. They will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase 

you make on AmazonSmile will result in a donation.  

  
1. 1. You will be presented with a text box to enter your charity. Enter “United States Power Squadrons” (without 

quotes). 
2. 2. Click on Search.  You will then be presented with a list of squadrons. 

3. 3. Scroll down till you see Sebastian.  

4. 4. Click on ‘Select’. 

5. 5. SMILE.  Now every purchase you make on smile.amazon.com puts money in our coffers! 

  

Purchases Eligible for Donations 

Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked “Eligible 

for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription 

renewals are not currently eligible. 

  

Managing your AmazonSmile Account 

You can manage your purchases and other account information on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile using a single 

account. You can use your existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile if you have one, or create a new account if 

you don’t. 

Article Submitted by P/D/Lt/C Ron Ray, JN 
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